
Follow these steps for heat without the hassle!  
Enjoy easy combustion, with more heat, using less fuel...and lower emissions.  

Before lighting...

■	 Clean out excess ash: Just leave a small bed of ash to create a base for new logs to help with  
	 airflow and combustion. 

■	 Open your air vents: Fully open the air vents to allow maximum airflow and aid the ignition process. 

■	 Use room-temperature logs: Because even chilly kiln dried logs will struggle to combust effectively. 

Traditional Fire Building Method: 
1
Grab a generous  
handful of kindling  
(don’t be shy!) and 
build a teepee-type 
structure.  

2
Nestle 2-3 natural  
firelighters into the 
kindling and light.

3
Leave the stove door  
slightly ajar (about 1-2 
inches) to enhance airflow 
and promote quicker 
ignition.

4
Once kindling is 
ablaze, and smoke  
is rising up the  
chimney, add 1-2 
small kiln dried  
softwood logs on  
top to maintain  
good airflow. 

5 
Close the stove  
door to help your 
appliance and flue 
reach optimal burning 
temperatures for  
your kiln dried  
hardwood. 

6
When the softwood logs  
have burned down to a  
hot bed of embers, add 1-2 
small kiln dried hardwood 
logs and immediately close 
the door to ensure they  
catch fire from the existing 
embers.

7 
Gradually adjust the  
air vents to control  
the burn rate. Close 
them slightly to  
extend the burn time  
of the hardwood logs 
while maintaining a 
good flame. 

8 
From time to time,  
add more hardwood 
logs as needed to  
keep your fire going. 
Immediately close  
the stove door to  
maintain heat and 
reduce emissions.

Scandinavian / Top Down Fire Building Method: 

1 
Place kiln dried  
hardwood logs at 
the bottom of the 
stove. Add a layer of 
kiln dried softwood 
logs on top of the 
hardwood logs in the 
opposite direction.

2
Place kindling  
on top of the  
softwood logs.  
Add 2-3 natural  
firelighters among  
the kindling  
and light.         
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Close the stove door and 
keep air vents fully open  
to allow maximum airflow. 

A favourite of stove fitters, chimney sweeps and fire lighting officianados! Using this 
method is known to provide a more efficient burn with less smoke and fewer emissions. 

5
Gradually adjust the 
air vents to control 
the burn rate. Close 
them slightly to 
extend the burn time 
while maintaining a 
good flame.   

6
Periodically add 
more hardwood logs 
as needed to sustain 
the fire. Immediately 
close the stove door 
to maintain heat and 
reduce emissions.        

4
The fire will burn  
from the top down, 
igniting the kindling 
first, then the softwood 
logs, and finally the 
hardwood logs.
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Log Burning
Success Guide

   No softwood logs?

Add more kindling to raise your 

appliance’s temperature. The goal is  

to raise the temperature of your 

appliance and flue so your kiln dried 

hardwood reaches its ignition point.
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Combustible Temperatures Guide  
■	 Kiln Dried Softwood Logs (for raising stove temperatures):
	 Kiln dried softwoods such as Pine, Fir and Spruce will  
	 combust from around 392°F (200°C) to 446°F (230°C).

■ 	 Kiln Dried Hardwood Logs (for long burning hot fires):
	 Kiln dried hardwoods such as Ash and Beech will combust 	
	 from around 446°F (230°C) to 480°F (250°C). Meanwhile, 	
	 denser species such as Oak require at least 572°F (300°C).

Get a Stove 
Thermometer!

It’ll tell you when your 
appliance has reached  

optimal burning  
temperatures so you  

know when to add your  
logs to the fire. 

Top Tip!

If your stove isn’t hot enough your hardwood  
logs will char and smoke. If this happens, add  
more kindling or softwood and increase the 
temperature to improve the draw from  
your appliance.

Continue to use Ready To Burn  
certified kiln dried logs:
 
Guaranteed moisture content below 20% for 
easy combustion, efficient burn and minimal 
smoke. What’s more, they’re from sustainably 
managed sources where more trees get  
planted too!

Maintain Proper Airflow: 

Good airflow is key to a  
successful fire. 
 
Avoid overloading the stove  
with too many logs. 

 Regular Cleaning:  

Keep your stove and flue clean to ensure 
efficient operation and minimise emissions. 
Service your appliance and sweep your 
chimney once a year. 

 

Safety First:   

Always follow the manufacturer’s 
guidelines for your stove and never 
leave a fire unattended.
  

 

Scan the QR code for more fire 
lighting tips or go to 

www.thelogpeople.co.uk/b-log  

This guide is designed to help you get the best performance from your wood burner or multi-fuel stove while being 
mindful of fuel efficiency and environmental impact. It should complement but not replace the guidance provided by 
your appliance’s manufacturer. Happy burning!
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Logs not burning?

Tips for Success...

Just so you know...
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Like what we do? 
Share a 
Review!
Love our logs? Share your  
experience with us for a chance to  
win a surprise with your next order!

 

@thelogpeople
#fireupthefeelgood

@gemblock
@toch1800

@littlehouseinwirral
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